LATEST SCOTTISH POLLING
* SNP LEAD INCREASING
Latest Scottish polling on the second anniversary of the SNP’s historic victory in the 2007 Scottish Parliament elections has shown that the SNP poll lead is increasing for Holyrood elections. An unprecedented position for any government in mid-term.
An SNP commissioned YouGov poll of 1020 people between 21st and 22nd April 2009 produced a 7% lead for the SNP on the constituency vote and a 9% lead on the regional vote.

The results (with changes from May 2007) are as follows:
	CONSTITUENCY VOTE
	 
	REGIONAL VOTE
	 
	SEATS ANALYSIS

	PARTY
	%
	Change '07
	
	PARTY
	%
	Change '07
	 
	PARTY
	%
	Change '07

	SNP
	37%
	+4%
	
	SNP
	37%
	+6%
	 
	SNP
	52
	+5

	Labour
	30%
	-2%
	
	Labour
	28%
	-1%
	 
	Labour
	42
	-4

	Tory
	15%
	-2%
	
	Tory
	15%
	1%
	 
	Tory
	17
	nc

	LibDem
	13%
	-3%
	
	LibDem
	13%
	2%
	 
	LibDem
	16
	nc

	Other
	5%
	3%
	
	Other
	7%
	-8%
	 
	Other
	2
	nc


A second poll by TNS/System 3 of 986 adults taken between 22nd and 28th April showed that lead had increased to 12% on the constituency vote and 10% on the regional vote:
	CONSTITUENCY VOTE
	 
	REGIONAL VOTE
	 

 

 
	SEATS ANALYSIS

	PARTY
	%
	Change '07
	
	PARTY
	%
	Change '07
	
	PARTY
	%
	Change '07

	SNP
	41%
	+8%
	
	SNP
	40%
	+9%
	
	SNP
	58
	+11

	Labour
	29%
	-3%
	
	Labour
	30%
	1%
	
	Labour
	41
	-5

	Tory
	15%
	-2%
	
	Tory
	13%
	-1%
	
	Tory
	16
	-1

	LibDem
	11%
	-5%
	
	LibDem
	10%
	-1%
	
	LibDem
	12
	-4

	Other
	3%
	1%
	
	Green
	4%
	nc
	
	Green
	2
	nc

	 
	 
	 
	
	Other
	4%
	-7%
	
	 
	 
	 


* WESTMINSTER – A CLEAR TWO HORSE RACE
The polls also show that with just over a year left of Westminster’s full term the SNP vote for the House of Commons has risen substantially and the SNP is in a clear two horse race with Labour.
	YOUGOV POLL
	 
	TNS/SYSTEM 3 POLL

	PARTY
	%
	Change '05
	
	PARTY
	%
	Change '05

	SNP 
	30%
	+12%
	
	SNP
	32%
	+14%

	Lab 
	32%
	-8%
	
	Labour
	36%
	-4%

	Tory 
	21%
	5%
	
	Tory
	19%
	3%

	LibDem 
	13%
	-10%
	
	LibDem
	9%
	-14%


* SALMOND LEADING SCOTLAND
The latest YouGov poll shows Alex Salmond is by far and away the most popular political leader in Scotland with Labour’s Iain Gray even more unpopular than the Tory leader Annabel Goldie.

* Which one, if any, of the following Scottish political leaders do you think would make the best First Minister?

	Alex Salmond
	36%

	Annabel Goldie
	10%

	Iain Gray
	7%

	Tavish Scott
	4%

	Patrick Harvie
	1%

	None of these
	17%

	Don’t know
	25%


* The poll also shows that among Labour voters, 25% back Alex Salmond – compared to only 20% support for Iain Gray.

* And among Lib Dem voters, 19% back Alex Salmond – compared to 18% for Tavish Scott.

* Wendy Alexander’s lowest ratings as the best candidate to be First Minister was 9 per cent in a YouGov poll in October 2007.

* SNP TRUSTED ON THE ECONOMY

The YouGov poll showed that the SNP Government is far more trusted – particularly on jobs and the economy:

* Thinking about the performance of the UK Labour Government and the Scottish SNP Government over the past year…. Which do you think cares most about the needs and interests of you and your family?:
	Scottish Government
	44%

	UK Government
	22%

	Neither
	26%

	Don’t Know
	7%


* Thinking about the performance of the UK Labour Government and the Scottish SNP Government over the past year…. Which do you think cares most about the Scottish economy?:
	SNP 
	53%

	Lab 
	22%

	Tory 
	8%

	LibDem 
	7%

	Other
	10%


Of those 44% of Conservative voters think the SNP cares most about the Scottish economy, compared to only 41% who favour their own party.

47% of Liberal Democrat voters think the SNP cares most about the Scottish economy, compared to only 35% who favour their own party

And 31% of Labour voters think the SNP cares most about the Scottish economy.
YouGov poll commissioned by the SNP and conducted from 21-22 April among 1,020 Scottish adults.

* INDEPENDENCE SUPPORT
The YouGov poll shows that support for Scottish independence moves ahead when the question is put in the context of Scotland being “a member of the European Union in its own right”. The results were:

* On balance do you think Scotland should…?

	Continue to be represented by the UK Government in the European Union 
	40%



	Be a member of the European Union in its own right and represented by the Scottish Government 
	42%



	Neither of these 
	9%

	Don’t know 
	9%


The poll also shows that in a general context the support for independence is increasing over the status quo. 
* In the referendum, the Scottish Government intends to ask people whether they think the Scottish Government should negotiate a new partnership with the United Kingdom so that Scotland becomes an independent country. 

Do you agree or disagree that the Scottish Government should negotiate this new partnership?

	I AGREE that the Scottish Government should negotiate a new partnership so that Scotland becomes an independent country 
	37%



	I DO NOT AGREE that the Scottish Government should negotiate a new partnership so that Scotland becomes an independent country 
	52%



	Don’t know 
	11%


